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the Comtesse Du Barry in his care, and bade him
surround her with every imaginable attention. She
left Versailles at half past three to go to Rueil,
an estate belonging to the Aiguillon family; and
from there she followed the last moments of him
who had endowed her with every earthly pleasure,
and led her on the path of sin.

Since 1736 Louis XV had not taken the Sacra-
ments, though he was scrupulous in his observance
of fast days.

Cardinal de La Roche-Aymon, the Grand
Almoner, came to bend over his bedside and
receive the expression of a deep repentance.

The king had frequent conversations with Abbe
Maudoux, his regular confessor, a man of ad-
mirable piety and astonishing zeal. On jth May
at three in the morning, Louis XV made his
confession; the communion was administered at
seven o'clock by the Grand Almoner. At the end
of the ceremony his lips murmured simply: "At
last, I am happy."

Finding new strength he spoke with the Due
d*Aiguillon, asking him to send word to the
princesses and waken his grandchildren, so that
he might be surrounded by all the royal family in
the dark hours through which he was passing.

After receiving the viaticum in deep humility
and contrition, Louis XV said a few words to the
cardinal; the latter went to the door and addressing
those present announced in a loud clear voice:

"Sirs, the king bids me tell you that he asks
God's pardon for having sinned against Him, and